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protector of freedom and liberty who
died at a much too early age. We
should always reflect on the dedication
put forth by our Capitol Hill police.
They deserve our thanks.

f

PROTECTING THE PUBLIC
DRINKING WATER

(Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland. Mr.
Speaker, we are now focusing on air-
port security. That is appropriate. But
in doing that, I hope that we are not
neglecting security of other very essen-
tial parts of our infrastructure. I am
thinking particularly of water.

Our vast municipal and public water
systems were developed to be economi-
cal and to be efficient, and they are
both. We are one of the few countries
in the world that can water our grass
and wash our cars and flush our toilets
and fight our fires with drinking water.
Our water systems were not developed
with any eye toward security.

We just passed out of the Committee
on Science a very important bill that
supports R&D, looking at ways to
make our very important water system
infrastructure more secure to terror-
ists. This bill needs to come very
quickly to the floor because this is one
area of our infrastructure we cannot
afford to continue to be at risk.
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PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 3009, ANDEAN TRADE
PROMOTION AND DRUG ERADI-
CATION ACT

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, by
direction of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 289 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 289

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this
resolution it shall be in order without inter-
vention of any point of order to consider in
the House the bill (H.R. 3009) to extend the
Andean Trade Preference Act, to grant addi-
tional trade benefits under that Act, and for
other purposes. The bill shall be considered
as read for amendment. The amendment rec-
ommended by the Committee on Ways and
Means now printed in the bill shall be con-
sidered as adopted. The previous question
shall be considered as ordered on the bill, as
amended, to final passage without inter-
vening motion except: (1) one hour of debate
on the bill, as amended, equally divided and
controlled by the chairman and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Ways
and Means; and (2) one motion to recommit
with or without instructions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SIMPSON). The gentleman from Florida
(Mr. DIAZ-BALART) is recognized for 1
hour.

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, for
purposes of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentlewoman
from New York (Ms. SLAUGHTER), pend-

ing which I yield myself such time as I
may consume. During consideration of
this resolution, all time yielded is for
the purposes of debate only.

(Mr. DIAZ-BALART asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker,
House Resolution 289 is a closed rule
providing for consideration of H.R.
3009, the Andean Trade Promotion and
Drug Eradication Act. The rule pro-
vides 1 hour of general debate, evenly
divided and controlled by the chairman
and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Ways and Means and one
motion to recommit with or without
instructions.

The Committee on Rules provided
the opportunity for the minority, Mr.
Speaker, to offer a substitute. How-
ever, they declined the opportunity.
This is a fair rule, Mr. Speaker, that
will allow consideration of this very
important issue.

The underlying legislation promotes
and strengthens the U.S.-Andean trade
relationship which will increase eco-
nomic growth in the United States.
This legislation will also work to bol-
ster anti-corruption programs in South
America.

As originally passed by Congress in
1991, the Andean Trade Preference Act
sought to provide assistance to coun-
tries that have been troubled in the re-
cent past in the form of tariff-free
American goods, while simultaneously
opening American markets to certain
exports from these Nations. The effect
of offering strategic economic advan-
tages to these countries was to help
eliminate financial dependence on
narco-trafficking in the Andean region.

Due to ATPA, the U.S. and the Ande-
an nations have enjoyed an $18 billion
beneficial trade relationship for the
past 10 years, but all of this is set to
expire on December 4 if we do not act
to extend the best elements of ATPA
and continue the support of our allies
in the Andean region.

The extension of ATPA is not merely
a matter of economic or trade policy
but is, in fact, a decision with con-
sequences for U.S. foreign and national
policy in the western hemisphere.

Bolivia, Colombia, Peru and Ecuador
are nations that are good solid allies in
the United States. They have repeat-
edly indicated over the past decade
that they wish to be strong members of
a free and democratic hemisphere, a
hemisphere hopefully one day free of
terrorism as well as free of tyranny.

Continuing ATPA will help the Ande-
an nations fight poverty, terrorism and
drug production as well as further pro-
mote democracy and human rights.

ATPA promotes job creation in a re-
gion where the alternative for many
workers is easily a life devoted to drug
production. ATPA provides these indi-
viduals an alternative and protects the
rights of Andean workers. It also helps
the economy in the United States and
helps American workers. The bill con-
tains the same worker protections con-

tained in the Trade Development Act
of 2000. Promoting development in the
region, in the western hemisphere, is
crucial to a U.S. foreign policy that
seeks to support countries fighting
against terrorism and drug trafficking.

I urge my colleagues to consider the
benefits of extending ATPA, not only
to our South American neighbors but
also to American consumers who enjoy
a wide variety of product choice with-
out artificial constraints and restric-
tions.

Extending and improving ATPA is a
decisive step toward improved rela-
tions with the western hemisphere.
This legislation will foster the expres-
sion of mutually supportive and bene-
ficial relationships between the United
States and our neighbors in this hemi-
sphere.

This legislation will help in the ef-
fort to strengthen our economy and
add to the stabilization of the Andean
region. There have been numerous
challenges to democracy in the Andean
region in the past decade. Many of
them have been overcome, but it is
still an area that is very delicate; and
we must help it, especially since all of
the countries in the Andean region are
solid allies in the United States.

I would like to thank the gentleman
from California (Mr. THOMAS) and all of
those who have worked very diligently
on this important piece of legislation.
This is a fair rule, providing for the
consideration of very important legis-
lation, Mr. Speaker. I urge my col-
leagues to support both the rule and
the underlying legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

(Ms. SLAUGHTER asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I
thank my colleague, the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. DIAZ-BALART), for
yielding me the customary 30 minutes.

I rise in opposition to the closed rule.
I oppose the process it represents and
the indifference it signals for our col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle with
legitimate concern over this bill.

No one in this body disputes the im-
portance of U.S. efforts to counter drug
production in South America, but the
measure before us is simply not ready
for floor consideration. In a hastily
thrown together Rules hearing this
morning, it became apparent that seri-
ous, substantive questions remained re-
garding the impact of this measure on
many regions of this country.

Our colleagues from California, Puer-
to Rico, and American Samoa ex-
pressed concern over how this measure
would impact the domestic processing
and fishing industry. They have pro-
found concerns over this measure ac-
celerating job losses in an already un-
stable economy.

My friend and colleague, the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Mrs.
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